One of the world’s biggest carpet makers with a presence in over 135 cities
across the globe, Jaipur Rugs is the epitome of fine craftsmanship

hen Nand Kishore Chaudhary
wanted o spart a  carpet
weaving unit by bomowing
25,000 from his facher in 1978, he was
threarened with ostracism by his friends,
family and community. “The weavers were
from a caste considered untouchable, and
when | set up the looms, [ received threats

that they won't let me mun the buziness,” he

says, adding with a chuckle, “But here [ am,
40 years later, with 40,000 weavers from 600
villages across India, still going strong.”™

Jaipur Rugs has grown o become one
of the leading hand-woven rugs brand in
India. The rugs are made by weavers from
10 stznes, B0 per cent of whom are women.
The rugs are exported to 40 countries.

Far Ch;_tl_ldl"l.;-l:l"l'. the iniiative meant
giving the underprivileged & chance at a
life of dignity. *1 alwiys tell people: sociery
rejected me, and | worked with people whao
were already rejected. They became my
bigpest inspiration,” he says, adding how the
state’s rich flora and fauna, it culture and
art has fed his creativiny

Calling  themselves nomadi—in
thought and action—Jaipur Rugs' designs
reflect the chaos of everyday life—random
colour splashes, local festivities, personal
sorrows  and  ecstaric  blissfulness. The
artizans may reside in some of the remaoest
regions of the country, yet produce
remarkably global designs.

Chaudhary gives his: weavers a fair
degree of freedom when it comes o
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conceptualisation. A case in point: for the
Artisan  Originals collection, the brand
experimented with the osiginality of rural
craftspeople of Rajasthan and nurtured their
creative potent ial.

The company sells through wholesale
and retail channels, as well as online. Jaipur
Rugs also accepts customisation requests
selectively from customers and interior
designers and has opened an experiential
rerail store in Mew Delhi. “In the coming
vears, we want to establish ourselves sz
a premium brand. But our goal is to also
constantly work towards the betterment of
our wenvers,” says Chovdhary.

Hailing from & willage in Churu
districe, this: social entreprencur has
been recognised ar various national ‘and
international platforms for his work. The
latest being the Inspire Award of the
Parivartan Initiative he received in Jaipur
These awards are conferred wpon those
who lead the way in different social areas
by their exemplary contributions. Just the
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